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possession of the Romans, under whom it at-
tained considerable importance. In the six-
teenth century it became a stronghold of Cal-
vinism and it suffered much during the civil
wars. It was the birthplace of the novelist
Alphonse Dandet. Population, 1931, 89,215.

NIM'BOD a Bible character described in
Genesis X, 8-12, as a descendant of Ham, a
son of of Gush, a mighty hunter before the
Lord. He is the traditional founder of Xin-
eveh and other ancient cities. His name is
to-day used as a symbol for anyone who is
fond of hunting.

^ NIN'EVEE, a dead city of Iraq, at one
time capital of the Assyrian Empire. It was
situated on the east bank of the Tigris, near
the site of the present city of Mosul. Al-
though the town itself covered an area only
three miles long and one mile wide, the capi-
tal embraced a much more extensive area and
included four near-by towns or suburbs.
Nineveh was the capital of Assyria from
about 1300 to about 606 B. c.; in the latter
year it was destroyed by a confederation of
Medes, Persians and Babylonians. In 1842
Botta, French consul at Mosul, began to ex-
cavate the vast mounds on the banks of the
Tigris and discovered the buried ruins. He
was followed in the work of investigation by
Layard and investigators of the British
Museum. Vast palaces, a royal library,
sculptures and innumerable small objects of
every kind were uncovered, and the walls of
the city with their elaborate outworks, moats
and defenses were traced. Many of the
movable relics were deposited in the British
Museum. See ASSYRIA.

KING-PC", CHINA, a city in the province
of Che-kiang, one of the ports open to for-
eign commerce. It is on the Ning-po River,
about sixteen miles from the sea. It is sur-
rounded by a wall twenty-five feet high, and
its most remarkable edifice is the great ITing-
po pagoda, now partly in ruins. The manu-
factures consist chiefly of silk and cotton
goods, carpets, furniture, gold and silver
wares and confections. The principal exports
are tea, silk and raw cotton. The city is a
center of education, having several colleges
and a great library. It is also a center of
missionary effort. Population of district,
680,000; of the city proper, 212,500.

NIOBE, w^ote, in Greek mythology the
daughter of Tantalus, the wife of Amphion,
king of Thebes. Proud of her twelve chil-
dren, she boasted of them to Leto, who had

but two, Apollo and Artemis. Those deities,
in anger and jealousy, put her children to
death. Their bodies lay unburied for nine
days and then
Zeus changed
them to stones.
Niobe in her
grief, prayed to
the gods, who,
in pity, changed
her into a rock
image, in w h i c h
form she contin-
ued to shed tears.
The story of
Niobe has been a
favorite subject in
literature and art.
It appears, with
divergencies in de-               NIOBE

tail, in Sophocles, Aeschylus and Ovid; it has
been represented on Greek vases, reliefs and
in sculptured groups.

NIP'IGON, or NEPIGON, a lake of Can-
ada, in Ontario, about thirty miles northwest
of Lake Superior, with 813 feet greater
altitude. Its greatest length is seventy miles,
and its width, about forty miles. It has
rugged headlands, deep bays and many
islands. The Nipigon Eiver connects it with
Lake Superior. The district is much fre-
quented by sportsmen, for the fishing is
excellent.

NTPTSSOTG, or NEPISSETO, a lake of
Canada, in Ontario, northeast of Lake
Huron, with very irregular coast line. Its
length is about fifty-five miles, its greatest
breadth, twenty-eight miles. It contains
numerous islands, and finds its only outlet
by French Eiver into- Georgian Bay. This
lake provides excellent fishing.

NIP'PON, the former name of Japan.
See JAPAST.

NIRVANA, neer vah'na,.   See BTTDDHISM.

NYSAN", a month of the Jewish calendar,
the first month of the ecclesiastical year and
the seventh of the civil year, corresponding
nearly to our March. It was originally called
Abib, but the name was changed after the
Babylonian captivity.

NISH, an important city in Eastern Yugo-
slavia, formerly in Serbia, the temporary
seat of the Serbian government during part
of the World War. It is situated on the Nish-
ava Eiver, about 130 miles southeast of Bel-
grade, at the jttnetion of several railway